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Minutes for SELECTBOARD MEETING 

June 9, 2014 
 

PRESENT: Mo Lavanway, Maureen Harvey, Amy Scharf, Dick Charland, Marty Wells, 

Kym Andrews, Donald & Mariah Smith & baby, Jeff Poitras, Adam Magee, John 

Burnham, Chris & LeeAnne Viens, Michael & Jennie Brinkman, Gary Wells, Kevin & 

Paige LaVanway, Steffan Defeo, Ben Scribner, Ken Scott, Colette Charland, Ben & 

Wendy MacKinney, Shanee Perry, Rachel Goff, Diane Sansone, Dianiel Izor, Ty 

McWalters, Lars Dickson, Mame McKee, Bonnie Batchelder, Patty Ristau 

 

Dick called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

- May 12, 2014.  Maureen made the motion to accept with minor change.  Mo 

seconded, all in favor. 

- June 2, 2014.  Mo made the motion to accept with no changes.  Maureen seconded, 

all in favor. 

 

CITIZENS AND VISITORS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD 

Ken presented a petition in a sealed envelope and left the meeting. 

 

Ben MacKinney and Ben Scribner addressed the Board regarding their concerns over 

Ryan Road, a Class 4 Road.  Specifically they were seeking spring and fall grading and 

material as needed, as has been done in the past.  They also inquired why they have a 

bill for material they needed to purchase for their road but another Class 4 road 

received town material for free.  Dick scheduled a meeting to meet with them on site 

on Ryan Road at 4pm on Tuesday, June 10th, to discuss further.  Marty pointed out his 

concern of doing this work for Ryan Road, then we need to do it for all Class 4 roads. 

 

Dick read the Petition which requested another Special Town Meeting to discuss the 

Town Deficit.  Bonnie Batchelder and Patty Ristau were present to answer any 

questions or concerns.  Mo questioned if it is standard practice to use Reserves as a 

float for town funds.  Bonnie explained it is not the standard to do so but can and is 

being done in other towns as well.  Bonnie then explained the purpose of a Tax 

Anticipation Note.  Mo indicated it seems the Board did not appropriate funds correctly 

in 2013 and Bonnie corrected Mo stating this is not just for 2013, this goes back prior 

years with inaccurate financial reports.  Dick questioned school funds and when those 
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funds should be accounted for in an audit.  Bonnie confirmed with Modified Accrual 

Basis you book expenses and revenue for the first 60-days of the year and School 

Funds are not received until beyond 60-days.  Bonnie feels the newspaper articles are 

just a shell game of words causing a lot of confusion and the bottom line is Duxbury 

doesn't have the money to pay the deficit. 

 

Wilder Road was next to be discussed.  Dick provided an update - no declaration has 

been made yet from FEMA.  The Town signed the State Codes & Standards a few 

months ago which will provide the town with a larger portion of State reimbursement.  

This also means we must adhere to state standards.  We have requested bids from 

three contractors and expect to have those bids in by Wednesday.  Discussion occurred 

regarding the type of culvert to be placed.  Visitors present expressed their concerns 

over the time this process is taking and wanted an updated timeline.  They also 

expressed the inconvenience this is causing including needing to cancel family 

functions, inability to sell property during a prime real estate market time of year, and 

the lack of emergency vehicles to be able to access their properties which could also 

affect Homeowners insurance.  Mo did express that he sent a letter to emergency 

services with details on the alternative route to access properties during this road 

closure.  A landowner on Wilder Road who has provided temporary access through his 

property is providing the Board until Wednesday to come up with a solution in a quicker 

timeline or he will be forced to close off the temporary access which is a huge liability 

for him.  Lengthy discussion ensued about the repairs.  Further discussion was tabled 

until Wednesday evening, June 11th, at which time Dick should have more details on 

the progress of this project from the State. 

 

HIGHWAY FOREMAN REPORT 

Adam reported they have replaced over 2,160 feet of culvert since April.  They are 

making good headway but still have a lot of work to be done.  We are almost out of 

gravel in the pit.  The '09 Tandem is going back to Clark's for transmission #6.  Adam is 

meeting with Mr. Clark directly to request a new transmission and not a remanufactured 

one at this point.  The State has requested to do the repairs to Hart Road, at no cost to 

the town, to their standards as the town has signed.  Dick suggested Adam get this in 

writing from the State.  The Davis Ditch on River Road has posed as an issue and Ralph 

has indicated he will fill in the ditch in two weeks if it is not fixed.  Dick will contact 

Ralph directly.  Adam presented a Policy for Review & Approval from the Board 

regarding Overloading of the trucks.  Adam reported that Mo has negotiated with CRW 

to keep the excavator rental beyond the expiration date of June 30th at no additional 

cost to the Town until the new excavator arrives. 
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Motion was made by Mo to move on leasing the new excavator, with no additional 

changes beyond the present lease, and release the backhoe to CRW.  Seconded by 

Maureen, all in favor. 

 

Dick requested Kym to contact Stowe Insurance to remove the Backhoe from the 

insurance. 

 

Jeff questioned if the culvert on Main Street is still scheduled to be replaced.  Dick 

indicated it is still their intention to do so. 

 

TOWN TREASURER FINANCIAL REPORT 

Kym had previously provided the financial statements to the Board for their review prior 

to the meeting.  Maureen questioned the Cemetery Escrow funds which Kym reported 

she is researching with Bonnie Batchelder.  Marty questioned if the town is receiving 

reimbursement for three loads of gravel that was delivered on Scrabble Hill and Mo 

confirmed no.  Kym also presented each member with a completed Financial 

Management Questionnaire provided by the Vermont Auditor's Office.  This is required 

in State Statutes to be presented to the Board annually by June 30th by the Treasurer.  

 

Motion was made by Mo to accept the Town Treasurer's financial report.  Seconded by 

Maureen, all in favor. 

 

ROAD COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mo indicated they was no Road Committee Report. 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Mame reported that all radio's have been identified and it is their goal to have a radio in 

each zone.  They are researching grants.  Each Zone Captain is to wear a reflective vest 

for safety when checking roads.  Mame questioned if they had a budget and Dick 

confirmed they have $1,000.  Mame reported that Lars continues to attend trainings, as 

well as their newest member, Eric Z.  Mame recommends the Board adopt a policy to 

require Road Crew to receive ICS 100 & 200 Cerfication and recommend the Clerk & 

Treasurer become ICS 100 & 400 certified.  Ty McWalters suggested the Health Officer 

be included with ICS 100 & 200 and also noticed he is already certified in those, as well 

as ICS 800. 

 

 



Approved 2014 
 

PERSONNEL POLICY 

Dick deferred discussion of the Personnel Policy 

 

TOWN HEALTH OFFICE, FOLLOW UP ON DUXBURY COUNTRY STORE 

Ty reported the store did make the necessary recommendations and is off boil notice. 

 

ACT 250 HEARING ON GRAVEL PIT FILL PERMIT 

Dick reported there is a hearing on 6/23 at the Best Western at 7:15pm in regards to 

the ACT250 permit for the fill for the gravel pit.  Dick will be in attendance. 

 

SAND BIDS 

Dick opened sand bids and they were as follows: 

 Hallstrom Excavating $3.20/yd 

 Walker Construction  $5.25/yd 

 Adam Stone Trucking $3.79/yd 

 Wilder Trucking  $4.35/yd 

 Griffin & Griffin  $4.50/yd 

Dick asked if anyone had any reservations with Hallstrom Excavating completing the job 

and Marty said yes.  Adam also reported he felt the Town could do the trucking.  Dick 

moved we table this discussion until Wednesday's Reconvened Selectboard Meeting. 

 

TIME LIMIT ON CURB CUTS 

Dan Izor provided the current process - first you must obtain a curb cut, then a 911 

address, then a building permit.  There is currently a 2-year expiration on building 

permits and 1-year expiration on curb cuts. 

 

AT&T ANTENNA 

There were not enough members present at the prior meeting to act upon AT&T's 

request for an antenna on River Road above the Davis property. 

 

Motion made by Mo to approve the tower for AT&T.  Seconded by Marty, all in favor 

with the exception of Maureen who recused herself. 

 

 

2013 DEFICIT AND BALANCE ON MERCHANTS LINE OF CREDIT 

Dick postponed action until Wednesday's Reconvened Town Meeting, pending review of 

the petition by the Town Attorney. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

Adam asked what the Board wanted to be done with the cover on the Town Office A/C 

unit as he was told to leave it on.  Dick requested it be removed for others who work in 

the office when the Clerk is not present. 

 

Adam requested permission to pick up his two boys from childcare two days a week on 

his way home with the Town pickup.  There was a concern about safety which Adam 

indicated the airbags can be turned off and it was safe.   

 

Motion was made by Mo to allow Adam to use the company truck 2-days a week to pick 

up his boys from childcare.  Seconded by Maureen, all in favor. 

 

Motion was made by Maureen at 8:10pm to reconvene the meeting on Wednesday, 

June 11th at 6pm at the Town Garage Meeting Room.  Seconded by Marty, all in favor. 

 

Submitted by Kym Andrews 6/11/14. 


