
DRAFT 
Duxbury Town Forest Committee Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2019  

Town Forest 
Committee Members 

Present 

Kalev Freeman, Grahm Leitner, Matt Muir, Jesse Rufenacht 

Attendees Mari Pratt, Alan Quackenbush 

Minutes Prepared By Jesse Rufenacht 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 6:37 by Jesse R.  Matt M. 2nd 

Introductions None 

  
Changes to the Agenda 

Discussion Addition of discussion about the condition of the road leading into the town 
forest beyond the gate at the top of Hart Road. 

  
Public Comment 

Discussion None 

  
Approval of minutes from previous two meetings 

Discussion Matt M. motioned to approve the minutes from the meeting on 5/15/19. 
Kalev F.. seconded.  All in favor. 

 
Road Condition 

Discussion The upper part of the road beyond the gate has experienced severe damage 
due to washouts.  Discussion was based around whether or not this portion of 
road needs to be repaired.  Alan Q. reminded the committee that the easement 
requires there to be access to the forest.  However, that doesn’t necessarily 
mean that this needs to be repaired.  
 
If we were to seek repairing of the road, is this something that would have to 
come from the DTFC funds or from general town funds? 

Conclusion Potential parking could occur lower on the road where a flat area has been 
flagged in which case the upper portion would not need repairing.  If parking 
though is to be created in the upper field by the locust trees then the road 
would need to be repaired. 
 
The upper portion of the road should be considered a town trail thus requiring 



less stringent requirements for upkeep. 

Actionables Kalev F. will speak with the Duxbury Road Crew and get their opinion as they 
are the ones that would most likely be doing the work.  

 
Forest Management Plan 

Discussion Grahm L. reports that Dan Singleton, the Washington County state forester, is 
willing to do the inventory for the management plan this fall and then 
complete the management plan for us on the same timeline that had been 
previously proposed in the RFP.  

Conclusions If Dan is able to do this, we are no longer in need of an RFP.  Grahm L. motions 
to allow Dan S. to complete this work.  Matt M. 2nd. 
 
This will free up our funds as they will not need to be spent on a management 
plan. 

Actionables Grahm L. will follow up with Dan S. and also offer him our volunteer services. 

  
Brush Hogging 

Discussion The Duxbury Land Trust positively responded to Matt’s email asking for 
permission to brush hog a part of the open space of the town forest.  

Conclusion Brush hogging of the open space is okay to do so long as we follow the 
guidelines set forth by the Land Trust concerning buffer zones around the 
wetlands and the forest.  
 
Dustin Mable has done this in the past and says that the fee would be $800 if it 
can be completed in one day but we will also reach out to other potential 
candidates to have the brush hogging done in October. 
 
Alan Q. would be willing to help mark the buffer zones. 
 
As we prepare to do the brush hogging, we must maintain vigilance about the 
buffer zones and check in with the land trust about the height of certain trees 
that might be cut, etc. 

Actionables Kalev F. will look contact people about brush hogging. 

  
Survey of town interest in the DTF 

Discussion Kalev F.. shared the results of the survey that was posted on Duxbury Front 
Porch Forum about residents’ interest in the town forest.  



Conclusion 17 people responded. 
 
When we next propose a budget to the town, is it better that we propose it as 
an article or as a line item?  Further discussion will be had about this. 

Actionables Kalev F. will send out the survey again in an attempt to obtain more 
responses. 

 
Determine Next Steps 

Discussion Making a decision about who will do the brush hogging and at what cost. 
 
Maintaining contact with Dan S. so that we can have a completed Forest 
Management Plan by the summer of 2020. 
 
Continue discussion about the need/feasibility of repairing the access road. 
 - Getting input from the road crew is very important. 
 
Purchase boundary markers and trail markers.  Both Zeb T. and Monique M. 
have researched the cost of these. 
 
Is Zeb T. still wanting to be a member of the committee?  Jesse R. will follow 
up. 
 

Next Meeting Date: Thursday September 5 @ 6:30 pm 
 
Location: Duxbury Town Garage Meeting Room.  

  

Adjournment Jesse R. made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Grahm L. seconded the 
motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:32pm. 

 


